The Plantlife of Ratho 


Forget-me-nots etc (incl. Amsinckia, Borage, Bugloss, Green Alkanet) * 2021-07-27 


Amsinckia, Borage, Green Alkanet, Bugloss 


Amsinckia - Very patchy: Hillwood Quarry; also encountered in the Cemetery. 


Yellow flowers. 


Amsinckia micrantha 


Borage - Occasional escape: 
Distinctive blue flower. 
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Borago officinalis 





Green Alkanet - Widespread eg Canalside to EICA, track to EICA. 


Leaves rough and often spotted white early in the year. Named after its use for producing a green dye (‘kanet’ = ‘henna’). 
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Anchusa arvensis 





Forget-me-nots 


Field Forget-me-not - Widespread, at times lining fieldsides in profusion (pic 3-4 from EICA field). 





Small flowers, rather sprawling, flower cup with many hooks, fruits on longish stalks (longer than the fruit). 
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Myosotis arvensis 


Wood Forget-me-not - Frequent. The standard garden forget-me-not. 


Larger blue flowers, roughly at a level, fewer hooked hairs at flower base. Pic 3 white form from woods beside Baird Road, pic 4 showing often bluer 
cultivated form. 


























Myosotis sylvatica 





Creeping Forget-me-not - Frequent near wet spots such as the Canalside or the Almond at Clifton. 





Plants somewhat upright, upper parts with pressed hairs, lower parts with projecting hairs (see inset). 
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Myosotis secunda 


Water Forget-me-not - Patchy in water particularly the Canal. 





Plants sprawling, upper and lower parts with pressed hairs, often sparse, or none. 
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Myosotis scorpioides 


Changing Forget-me-not - Frequent in damp spots with low vegetation, eg Old Norton Quarry field 
has much. 
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Myosotis discolor 


Early Forget-me-not - Nearby and so possibly present in quarries etc therefore included here. 


Very small flowers, toriaitis a cup shape, the fruits on short stalks. 
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Myosotis ramosissima 


